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Research in agricultural science has deeply evolved during the past decades, shifting attention from local to global issues, from production functions to market dynamics and equilibrium models, from orthodox economic theories to multidisciplinary frameworks. While evolving, agricultural science has constantly targeted solutions to feed the world [1]. These tendencies have been parallel to the development of new paradigms for agriculture, moving toward complex agri-food systems inspired to principles of security, resilience, sustainability and inclusiveness [2], that require technological innovations, financial support, policy interventions, regional and international cooperation and a long run vision [3].
The complex, multifaceted and multidisciplinary nature of the agri-food systems is also reflected in the dynamic conceptualization of food security. In the late nineties, it has been recognized that thinking about food security has shifted from global and national to household and individual, from a food first perspective to a livelihood perspective, and from objective indicators to subjective perception [4]. Far from being defined as the condition of a country to have “access to enough food to meet dietary energy requirements” [5, p. 5], food security evokes a multidimensional, multilevel, multiactor framework, conceptualized as resting on three [6], four [7] or even six pillars [8].
The “challenge of feeding 9 billion people” [9] is further complicated by novel threats and contests, spanning from climate changes [10], pandemics [11], and geopolitical tensions [12], as well as by the need to face food insecurity in developed economies [13], where income inequality [14], food waste [15], poor nutrient intakes [16, 17], and complex value chains [18, 19] drive food insecurity in apparently wealthy conditions [20].
These issues call for a tremendous effort in research to produce evidence-based recommendations and orient entrepreneurs, consumers, and policymakers’ decisions. As one of the leading journals in food security, the pioneering advances in research reported in Agriculture & Food Security have far reaching implications both for the developing world and for developed economies. The Journal has a solid tradition in promoting high-level research within the field of food security research, to foster actions, projects, and interventions for more sustainable, resilient and inclusive agri-food systems. Its mission is to welcome research spanning a large range of relevant academic disciplines, including agricultural, ecological, environmental, nutritional, public health and policy. In its large scope, the Journal welcomes diverse topics, including agricultural and environmental sciences, agricultural and food economics and policy, food technology and innovation, information sciences and decision theory, health economics and policy for food and nutritional security. A renowned and widely representative Editorial Board ensures excellence and guarantees unbiased gender, geographic and topic representation of scholars based in least developing countries, emerging economies and developed countries.
Agriculture & Food Security currently has two ongoing collections pointing at timely research that should be promoted in agricultural science. The Climate and Food Security collection will shape the debate on the climate–agriculture–food security nexus. The rationale behind the collection it straightforward. Being responsible for greenhouse gas emissions, food systems need to be reformed to be inclusive, sustainable and resilient. This transition can be achieved through policy reforms, social innovations, new business models and technological advancements [21–23]. The collection Building Resilience through Sustainable Food Environments and Diets promotes discussion on sustainable food environments and diets that are healthy, nutritious and secure. It addresses the complex interplay between agricultural practices, environmental sustainability, and food security. The challenge will involve changes in consumers preferences, marketing strategies, and policy legacies, reflected in food claims, sustainability labels, voluntary standards, and so on [24–26]. With such a terrific agenda, Agriculture & Food Security is committed to continue serving as a platform to host excellent and impactful research that will feed debates and inform decisions: we are committed to serve academics, policymakers and the whole society.
[image: Creative Commons]Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License, which permits any non-commercial use, sharing, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if you modified the licensed material. You do not have permission under this licence to share adapted material derived from this article or parts of it. The images or other third party material in this article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://​creativecommons.​org/​licenses/​by-nc-nd/​4.​0/​.

References
	1.
Tamburino L, Bravo G, Clough Y, Nicholas KA. From population to production: 50 years of scientific literature on how to feed the world. Glob Food Secur. 2020;24: 100346.


	2.
Schneider KR, Fanzo J, Haddad L, Herrero M, Moncayo JR, Herforth A, Remans R, Guarin A, Resnick D, Covic N, Béné C, Cattaneo A, Aburto N, Ambikapathi R, Aytekin D, Barquera S, Battersby J, Beal T, Bizzoto Molina P, Cafiero C, Campeau C, Caron P, Conforti P, Damerau K, Di Girolamo M, DeClerck F, Dewi D, Elouafi I, Fabi C, Foley P, Frazier TJ, Gephart J, Golden C, Gonzalez Fischer C, Hendriks S, Honorati M, Huang J, Kennedy G, Laar A, Lal R, Lidder P, Loken B, Marshall Q, Masuda YJ, McLaren R, Miachon L, Muñoz H, Nordhagen S, Qayyum N, Saisana M, Suhardiman D, Rashid Sumaila U, Torero Cullen M, Tubiello FN, Vivero-Pol J, Webb P, Wiebe K. The state of food systems worldwide in the countdown to 2030. Nat Food. 2023;4(12):1090–110.PubMedPubMedCentral


	3.
Santeramo FG, Kang M. Food security threats and policy responses in EU and Africa. Sustain Horiz. 2022;4: 100044.


	4.
Maxwell S. Food security: a post-modern perspective. Food Policy. 1996;21(2):155–70.


	5.
Pinstrup-Andersen P. Food security: definition and measurement. Food Secur. 2009;1:5–7.


	6.
Barrett CB. Measuring food insecurity. Science. 2010;327(5967):825–8.PubMed


	7.
Santeramo FG. On the composite indicators for food security: decisions matter! Food Rev Int. 2015;31(1):63–73.


	8.
Clapp J, Moseley WG, Burlingame B, Termine P. The case for a six-dimensional food security framework. Food Policy. 2022;106: 102164.


	9.
Godfray HCJ, Beddington JR, Crute IR, Haddad L, Lawrence D, Muir JF, Pretty J, Robinson S, Thomas S, Toulmin C. Food security: the challenge of feeding 9 billion people. Science. 2010;327(5967):812–8.PubMed


	10.
Wheeler T, Von Braun J. Climate change impacts on global food security. Science. 2013;341(6145):508–13.PubMed


	11.
Laborde D, Martin W, Swinnen J, Vos R. COVID-19 risks to global food security. Science. 2020;369(6503):500–2.PubMed


	12.
Dell’Angelo J, Rulli MC, D’Odorico P. Will war in Ukraine escalate the global land rush? Science. 2023;379(6634):752–5.PubMed


	13.
Santeramo FG, Carlucci D, De Devitiis B, Seccia A, Stasi A, Viscecchia R, Nardone G. Emerging trends in European food, diets and food industry. Food Res Int. 2018;104:39–47.PubMed


	14.
Otsuka K. Food insecurity, income inequality, and the changing comparative advantage in world agriculture. Agric Econ. 2013;44(s1):7–18.


	15.
Santeramo FG. Exploring the link among food loss, waste and food security: what the research should focus on? AgricFood Secur. 2021;10(1):26.


	16.
Colen L, Melo PC, Abdul-Salam Y, Roberts D, Mary S, Paloma SGY. Income elasticities for food, calories and nutrients across Africa: a meta-analysis. Food Policy. 2018;77:116–32.


	17.
Santeramo FG, Shabnam N. The income-elasticity of calories, macro-and micro-nutrients: what is the literature telling us? Food Res Int. 2015;76:932–7.


	18.
Reardon T, Liverpool-Tasie LSO, Minten B. Quiet revolution by SMEs in the midstream of value chains in developing regions: wholesale markets, wholesalers, logistics, and processing. Food Secur. 2021;13:1577–94.PubMedPubMedCentral


	19.
Santeramo FG, Jelliffe J, Hoekman B. Agri-food value chains and the global food dollar: the role of trade and services. Food Policy. 2024;127: 102706.


	20.
Drewnowski A. Food insecurity has economic root causes. Nat Food. 2022;3(8):555–6.PubMedPubMedCentral


	21.
Schoneveld GC. Transforming food systems through inclusive agribusiness. World Dev. 2022;158: 105970.


	22.
Santeramo FG, Saha A. A climate justice revolution for trade policies in agrifood. New York: Mimeo; 2024.


	23.
McGreevy SR, Rupprecht CD, Niles D, Wiek A, Carolan M, Kallis G, Kantamaturapoj K, Mangnus A, Jehlička P, Taherzadeh O, Sahakian M, Chabay I, Colby A, Vivero-Pol J, Chaudhuri R, Spiegelberg M, Kobayashi M, Balázs B, Tsuchiya K, Nicholls C, Tanaka K, Vervoort J, Akitsu M, Mallee H, Tachikawa M. Sustainable agrifood systems for a post-growth world. Nat Sustain. 2022;5(12):1011–7.


	24.
Piracci G, Lamonaca E, Santeramo FG, Boncinelli F, Casini L. On the willingness to pay for food sustainability labelling: a meta-analysis. Agric Econ. 2024;55(2):329–45.


	25.
Barrett CB. Overcoming global food security challenges through science and solidarity. Am J Agric Econ. 2021;103(2):422–47.


	26.
Schleifer P, Sun Y. Reviewing the impact of sustainability certification on food security in developing countries. Glob Food Secur. 2020;24: 100337.




Publisher's Note
Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.


OEBPS/navigation.xhtml

    
      Contents


      
        		Research in agriculture and food security: retrospects and prospects


      


    
    
      Landmarks


      
        		Body Matter


      


    
  

OEBPS/css/envelope.png





OEBPS/css/sidebar.gif





OEBPS/css/cc-by-nc-nd.png
(OO





